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Literacy Resources Specific to Deafblindness 

We’re fortunate that many knowledgeable, experienced, and dedicated 
educators in the field of deafblindness have been developing and 
sharing useful and relevant information about literacy development and 

instruction with others in the field for many years. The collaboration within the network of 
various deafblind projects across the country has also led to the development of wonderfully 
rich resources. Here are some of our favorite literacy resources:  

Paths to Literacy: “This website is a joint project between Perkins School for the Blind and 
Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and is intended to be an online hub for 
information related to literacy for students who are blind or visually impaired, including those 
with additional disabilities or deafblindness. It includes original content, as well as links to other 
sites and resources available on the web. Some materials have been summarized, with a link to 
the full resource. In cases where information is available free of charge on the web, they have 
linked directly to articles and other resources. In cases where information is sold, they have 
linked to the web address or URL where more information can be found. Some of the 
information and photographs have also been posted with permission.” [From Paths to Literacy 
website]  

Paths to Literacy website: 
http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/  

Link on Paths to Literacy site regarding students with vision impairments and additional 
disabilities: http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/multiple-disabilities  

Link on Paths to Literacy site regarding importance of routines for teaching concepts and 
emergent literacy through establishment of routines: 
http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/developing-routines  

Link on Paths to Literacy site regarding creating and using story boxes for literacy 
development: http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/storybox-ideas-norma-drissel  

Link on Paths to Literacy site regarding creation and use of tactile schedules: 
http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/strategies/tactile-schedule-students-visual-impairments-
and-multiple- disabilities  

Literacy for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss: “This site is for individuals 
interested in beginning or enhancing literacy instruction for children with combined vision and 
hearing loss. Its content is also designed to improve literacy instruction for children with 
multiple disabilities and other complex learning challenges. Our contributors include State 
Deaf-Blind Project staff as well as teachers who want to give back to the field and help more 
families play a role in educating children with complex learning challenges. The instructional 
techniques and tips provided on this site include evidence-based practices for increasing 
literacy skills. It is recommended that you visit the Shifting the Perspective page for an 
explanation of literacy from a broader view. If you are looking for resources for a particular 
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child, completing the Literacy Skills Checklist provides guidance in determining which area of 
the website will be most helpful.” [From Literacy for Children with Combined Vision and 
Hearing Loss website]  

• Literacy for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss website 
http://literacy.nationaldb.org/  
 

• Link to early emergent literacy on Literacy for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing 
Loss website http://literacy.nationaldb.org/index.php/early-emergent-literacy/  

 
• Link to emergent literacy on Literacy for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing 

Loss website http://literacy.nationaldb.org/index.php/emergent-literacy/  
 

• Literacy Skills checklist from Literacy for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss 
website: 
http://literacy.nationaldb.org/files/5813/7591/5452/LiteracySkillsChecklist.FooterAdded.pdf 
 

• Steps to Literacy reference guide: 
http://literacy.nationaldb.org/files/7614/2907/2212/Steps_to_Literacy
_v2015.pdf  

National Center on Deaf-Blindness Literacy Module: Literacy for Children who are 
Deaf-Blind: Building a Foundation 
 https://www.nationaldb.org/products/modules/literacy/  
This module is meant to be used in conjunction with the website Literacy for Children with 
Combined Vision and Hearing Loss, which outlines stages of literacy development and 
matches them with strategies for promoting the literacy skills of children who are deaf-blind. The 
website covers a full range of literacy skills, but this module focuses primarily on two topics: 
foundations for literacy and early emergent literacy. (Source: NCDB Literacy Module). 

Perkins e-learning Webcast: Accessible books and literacy: Supporting and encouraging 
a love of literacy 1 hour webinar from Perkins School by Sandy Kenrick, parent  

“Sandy Kenrick is the mother of two young boys. Liam, her six-year old son, became deafblind 
at the age of two and a half after an illness. In this webinar, she describes how she helps 
develop her son’s literacy skills and his love for books through making tactile, accessible books 
to support his interests, concept development, IEP goals, and general love learning. Sandy 
shares her rich ideas about how to support literacy for the individual child and also within her 
whole community.” [From Perkins e-learning website]  

http://www.perkinselearning.org/videos/webinar/accessible-books-and-literacy-
supporting-and- encouraging-love-literacy  

Washington Sensory Disabilities Services: Experience Books This site offers an 
introduction, a series of videos that explain how to make and use experience books 
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and show unique examples of books, an FAQ page, and additional resources and 
links:  
“Experience books differ from traditional books in that:  

• Experience books are created with a specific reader in mind.  
• The story is based on an experience or interest of the target reader.  
• The objects included in the experience book are particular to the experience or interest 

of the student for whom the book is made.  
• The words written (and, when appropriate, in braille) on the pages are chosen for a 

particular student.  

There are many different ways to make experience books. Several examples appear in the 
videos on this page. Identifying the desired outcome (for example: communication, structured 
interaction, consistency of vocabulary, reinforcement of familiar routines) will help to determine 
the appropriate format and content.” [From Washington Sensory Disabilities Services website]   

http://www.wsdsonline.org/video-experience-books/  
Making Object Books by MaryAnn Demchak from Nevada Dual Sensory Impairment 
Project Newsletter This is a wonderful one-page article describes types of object, or 
experience, books and provides tips on how to make and use an object book for a child with 
accompanying photos examples.  
http://www.wsdsonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Making-Object-Books.pdf  
 
Project SALUTE: Emergent Literacy for Children Who are Deaf-blind This information 
sheet includes practical and relatable suggestions for multiple activities that include direct 
experiential learning to build a learner’s literacy and communication skills.  
 
http://projectsalute.net/Learned/Learnedhtml/EmergentLit.html  

Texas Deafblind Project: Creating and Using Tactile Experience Books for Young 
Children with Visual Impairments This resource offers a detailed information about many 
levels of adapted books for learners with vision and hearing loss, including specific 
descriptions of several tactile experience books.  

http://www.tsbvi.edu/deaf-blind-project/203-resources/2627-creating-and-using-tactile-
experience-books- for-young-children-with-visual-impairments  
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